
OLD SAYBROOK CENTRAL OFFICE  
50 Sheffield Street 

Old Saybrook CT  06475 
(860) 395-3157 

 
The Old Saybrook Board of Education met in Special Session on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at 
the Board of Education Central Office, Old Saybrook, CT 06475. 
 
Board Members Others  
Kelley Kennedy Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools  
Karen Brodeur Amity Goss, Interim Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment   
George Chang Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities and Finance   
James Henderson Kathy Bai, Director of Pupil and Professional Services  
Joanne Sullivan  Joseph Anastasio, Associate Principal of Old Saybrook High School 
Eileen Baker Matt Walton, Associate Principal of Old Saybrook Middle School    
Phil Broadhurst 
    
      

I.   CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Chairman Kennedy called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 
 

II.   EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
Brodeur/Sullivan 
 
“Move to enter into Executive Session at 6:33 p.m. for the purpose conducting 
the Superintendent’s Summative Evaluation” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
The Board invited Superintendent Perruccio into Executive Session.  
 
Board Member Baker arrived at 6:35 p.m. 
 

III.   RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 
The Board of Education returned to open session at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Board Member Brodeur exited at 7:30 p.m.  

 
IV.   COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS  

 
Audience of Citizens 
 
Two members of the audience praised the Old Saybrook Crew Coach and expressed 
support for the Crew Team.  
 



   

A member of the audience read a prepared statement into the official record (please 
see the attached letter) expressing concern about his son’s difficulties at Old 
Saybrook High School. 
 
A member of the audience shared a story with the Board regarding her daughter’s 
difficulty with graduating at Old Saybrook High School.  
 
A member of the audience addressed the Board regarding her son’s difficulties with 
implementation of his 504 Plan.  
 
Two members of the audience offered verbal support for a student whose family 
expressed concerns.  

 
A member of the audience asked the Board to review its policies to help offer more 
support for students who have a 504 Plan.  
 
A member of the audience asked the Board to think carefully about the need to 
review and/or develop policies regarding transgender bathroom and locker room 
issues.  
 
A Board Member stated that the Board appreciated the comments and that the Board 
would consider the items that had been presented and act within the purview and 
powers of the Board of Education. It was explained that the Board of Education’s 
lack of response did not indicate a lack of concern, but that there were certain issues 
that the Board could not comment on in open session.  
 
Kennedy/Baker 
 
“Move to enter in Executive Session at 7:55 p.m. to receive public comment 
about a confidential student matter, the discussion of which would result in the 
disclosure of educational records protected under the Family Educational Rights 
Privacy Act, and to invite Marco, Kim and Alex Kaar and the Superintendent of 
Schools into executive session for that purpose” 
  
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 

 
The Board returned to open session at 8:15 p.m.  

 
Reports from Student/Board of Education Representatives  

 
There was no report from the student representatives.   

 
Correspondence  
-   DARE Graduation Invitation – May 24 
-   Goodwin School Musical Invitation – May 19  
-   Parent Email regarding a Student Issue  

 



   

V.   CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Sullivan/Baker 
 
“Move to approve the Consent Agenda as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0)  

 
VI.   EDUCATIONAL ISSUES 

 
Crew Field Trip 

 
Coach Whelen presented a proposed Crew Field Trip to the Board of Education. The 
overnight trip is taking place Thursday, May 19 – Saturday, May 21. This field trip has 
the support of the building principal and superintendent.   
 
The Stotesbury Cup, held in Philadelphia, PA each year, is the largest high school 
regatta in the world.  Each year over 5,000 competitors from all over the country 
participate in the regatta’s 31 championship events.  This year the OSHS Crew Club 
made a request to the Board of Education to approve the entry of two athletes in the 
Boys Senior Double event.  The trip would provide the athletes an experience at one of 
the highest levels of competition in high school rowing. There is no cost to the Board 
of Education, as the trip is self-funded by the parents of the student athletes and the 
coach. The parents of the student athletes will supervise their children and Coach 
Whelen will supervise the student athletes during the event. Coach Whelen will assume 
liability of his own vehicle and of the equipment.  
 
Henderson/Baker 
 
“Move to approve the Stotesbury Crew Field Trip as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
Student Representative Survey Results Summary 

 
Board Member Baker informed the Board that both student representatives reported 
in their survey responses that they felt adequately prepared for their roles. They 
suggested that attending additional meetings prior to becoming student 
representatives might have provided additional preparation for their position. They 
also stated that it may have been helpful to have more conversations with the student 
representatives from the previous year. Another comment was that the student 
representatives should be announced to the student body so that students would know 
that they could bring issues to the Board on their behalf.  

  
Healthy Community, Healthy Youth Assets Survey Discussion 
 
On May 5, 2015, adult and student members of the Healthy Community Healthy 



   

Youth Committee presented to the Board about the information gathered from the 
H.C.H.Y. Survey administered earlier in the year.  Their presentation emphasized 
areas of growth, including student value and community appreciation, with fewer 
students being identified as vulnerable or at risk. Current areas of vulnerability have 
been identified as suicidal ideology, alcohol and marijuana use, prescription drug 
abuse and peer violence.  

  
Also addressed during this presentation was the controversial wording of some survey 
questions and community feedback regarding those questions. In response, 
Superintendent Perruccio reviewed the district’s policies/practices (see attached Policy 
Series 5000 Student Privacy) when administering surveys, specifically in regards to 
active or passive parental consent. The Superintendent made several recommendations, 
in an effort to better communicate with parents about the intent of surveys and the 
nature of the questions that would be asked.  

 
The Healthy Community, Healthy Youth Committee is requesting that the Asset 
Survey be administered again during the 2016-2017 school year for grades 7 – 12 
because of the rise of opiate use. Youth and Family Services Director Heather McNeil 
presented to the Board on the topics being targeted on the survey and the reasons why 
the Board should consider conducting the survey next year. The Board of Education 
discussed the possibility of conducting the survey during the 2016-2017 school year.  

 
Superintendent Perruccio added that there is another student wellness and climate 
related survey that the district is considering, which she feels could potentially offer a 
more comprehensive report, including the information that Healthy Community, 
Healthy Youth is trying to learn. Ms. McNeil stated that she plans to review the Core 
Measures survey and determine if this alternative would be a better approach. 
Superintendent Perruccio reported to the Board of Education that she, other staff 
members, and Youth and Family Services would meet to review and consider both 
options.  

 
Writing Curriculum Model Adoption 

 
On April 26, Kate Hanratty, Sue McElhone, OSMS and Goodwin School English 
Language Arts Building Specialists, and Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Assessment, provided the Board of Education with an update of the 
current writing curriculum.  Teachers from kindergarten through eighth grade have 
been using resources from the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 
(TCRWP) instructional model for more than a decade.  With the change of writing 
standards and the rewriting of the TCRWP Units of Study, as well as a focus on 
personalized instruction, teachers have come to value this model even more.   
 
Mrs. Goss seeks formal adoption of this model of writing instruction and commit to 
providing the resources necessary to support its implementation. 
 
Baker/Sullivan 
 



   

“Move to approve the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 
instructional model as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 

 
Authorize Superintendent to Add Faculty/Sections Per Enrollment 
 
Superintendent Perruccio requested that the Board grant her the authority to add 
Faculty and/or Sections over the summer should enrollment dictate a change be made.  
 
Sullivan/Baker 
 
“Move to authorize Superintendent Perruccio to add Faculty and/or Sections 
over the summer for the 2016-2017 school year based on unanticipated, 
increased enrollment” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
Teacher and Administrator Evaluation Report  

  
Superintendent Perruccio reported that 157 evaluations were conducted conducted (9 
A Phase, 15 B Phase, 60 C-1 Phase, 39 C-2 Phase, and 34 C-3 Phase) through Old 
Saybrook’s teacher evaluation process. Additionally, 7 Administrators were evaluated 
using Old Saybrook’s Administrator evaluation process.  2 trained cooperating 
teachers worked with 2 student teachers.  3 mentor teachers worked with 4 beginning 
teachers, through the State of Connecticut new teacher induction program, TEAM. 

 
Superintendent Vacation Rollover Request 
 
Superintendent Perruccio stated that her contract allows her to roll over as many as 
ten vacation days into the next calendar year. Superintendent Perruccio requested that 
the Board approve her request to roll over ten vacation days into the 2016-2017 
school year.   
 
Baker/Sullivan 
 
“Motion to allow Superintendent Perruccio to roll over ten (10) vacation days 
into the 2016-2017 school year” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 

 
16-17 School Lunch Price Set  
 
Superintendent Perruccio reported that the Board of Education is required to set 
school lunch prices each year and the request for next year is as follows: 
 

•   Old Saybrook High School - $3.25 



   

•   Old Saybrook Middle School - $3.00 
•   Kathleen E. Goodwin School - $2.75 
•   St. John’s School - $3.25 

 
The proposed lunch prices for 2016-2017 do not increase from the current 2015-2016 
prices. Breakfast prices will not change from their current rate. 
 
Sullivan/Baker  
 
“Move to accept the 2016-2017 lunch prices for each school as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
The Board offered their thanks for avoiding a cost increase in breakfast and lunch 
prices for the upcoming school year.  
 
2016-2017 Proposed Tuition Rates 

 
Superintendent Perruccio reported that out of district tuition rates are being set for the 
2016-2017 school year. The approved regular education tuition for 2015-2016 is 
$14,200 and a figure of $15,500 is proposed for 2016-2017, which is an increase of 
$1,300 per year. The 2015-2016 Special Education tuition rate is $37,800 and a figure 
of $43,550 is proposed for 2015-2016, which is an increase of $5,750 per year.  
 
Baker/Broadhurst 
 
“Move to approve the 2016-2017 regular education tuition rate of $15,500 and 
special education tuition rate of $43,550, as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
Board Policy Review – Series 9000 Meeting Conduct 
 
Board Member Baker reviewed the proposed changes to the Series 9000 Meeting 
Conduct policy with the Board of Education. The changes made address the issue of 
telephonic board meeting participation.  

 
VII.   REPORTS BY BOARD COMMITTEES/LIAISONS 

•   Budget and Fiscal: Board Member Sullivan stated that the 2016-2017 budget 
passed unanimously. She thanked the administrators and Board of Education 
Members for their work and their support. Superintendent Perruccio also thanked 
the Board of Finance for their unanimous support of budget.  

•   CABE: Board Member Baker made mention of the district’s recognition at the 
state level for Old Saybrook’s contribution to this year’s legislative work 
regarding mandates in education.  

•   Facilities: Board Member Broadhurst informed the Board that the Facilities 
Committee met on May 9 and discussed the following topics:  



   

o   Finishes and Color Schemes to Promote District Identity   
o   Turf Field, Track and Tennis Courts Update  
o   Summery Projects Update   
o   Electrical Work for Middle School Generator  
o   Community Use of School Field Usage  
o   Middle School Electronic Sign  
o   High School Cabinets  
o   Infrastructure Updates 
There is will be one more Facilities Committee Meeting in June.  

•   LEARN: Board Member Broadhurst uploaded the synopsis for the meeting in 
May on the board wiki. The LEARN meeting in June is open to district 
Superintendent’s and Board Members.  

•   Strategic Planning Committee: Superintendent Perruccio informed the Board that 
Dr. Osga came to meet with the District Leadership Team and they went through 
survey and focus group results. The group created a draft of goal statements, 
which will be returned to the district next week and will be given to the Board in 
preparation for the May 31 meeting.  

•   Personnel: The Superintendent’s annual evaluation has been completed.   
•   Policy: Board Member Baker stated that the Policy Committee met on May 5 and 

discussed graduation requirements and student discipline. Board Member Baker 
also encouraged a review of the district’s non-discrimination policy, specifically 
regarding transgender issues.  

•   PTO/PTA: There was no additional report.   
•   Other: There was no additional report.  
•   Chairman: There was no additional report.   

 
VIII.   COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Audience of Citizens 
 
No citizens addressed the Board of Education 

 
IX.   REMINDERS 

 
•   Board of Education Meeting – May 31, 2016 – 6:45 p.m.  
•   Retirement Reception @ Otter Cove – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m.  
•   Board of Education Spring Reception @OSMS – June 7, 2016 – 6:45 p.m.  
•   Board of Education Meeting – June 7, 2016 – 7:30 p.m.  
•   Board of Education Meeting – June 21, 2016 – 7:30 p.m. (If Needed) 
 

X.   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Baker/Sullivan 
 



   

“Move to enter into Executive Session at 9:21 for the purpose of discussing Non 
Certified/Non Union Contracts, Secretaries Union Contract, and Letters of 
Employment” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
The Board invited Superintendent Perruccio and Director Pendleton into Executive 
Session.  
 

XI.   RETURN TO OPEN SESSION  
 
The Board returned to open session at 10:00 p.m.  

  
 Sullivan/Broadhurst 
 
 “Move to approve the Secretaries Union Tentative Agreement as presented” 
 
 MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
 Baker/Sullivan 
 
 “Move to approve the Nurses Union Contract as presented” 
 
 MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
 Baker/Sullivan 
 
 “Move to approve the Chief Technology Officer Contract as presented” 
 
 MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
 Baker/Broadhurst 
 
 “Move to approve the IT Support Contract as presented” 
 
 MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
 Baker/Sullivan 
 
 “Move to approve the Help Desk Manager Contract as presented”  
 
 MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
 Baker/Sullivan 
 
 “Move to approve the Instructional Data Specialist Contract as presented” 
 



   

 MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
 Baker/Sullivan 
 
 “Move to approve the Information Systems Manager Contract as presented” 
 
 MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
 Baker/Sullivan  
 
 “Move to approve the Director of Food Services Contract as presented” 
 
 MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
 
 Baker/Sullivan  
 
 “Move to approve the School to Career Coordinator Contract as presented” 
 
 MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 
  

XII.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
Baker/Sullivan 
 

“Move to adjourn at 10:10 p.m.” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0) 

 
  
Karen Brodeur, Secretary 
Old Saybrook Board of Education 

 
Minutes recorded and typed by: 
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant 
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting  










